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ICONCLASS
New release overview 2021



It has been more than 10 years since the last 
major update to the iconclass.org website.



It has been more than 10 years since the last 
major update to the iconclass.org website.

Last significant change:

Linked Open Data in 2015



It has been more than 10 years since the last 
major update to the iconclass.org website.

Focus of new release:

improving the user experience



Complete re-write in progress
With support from the https://henrivandewaalfoundation.org/



Highlights:

Up to date web standards, also support mobiles and tablets 

Tree-based navigation

Easy copy-and-paste of notations

Bibliography

Save and annotate own work

API - for linking eg. Catalogue/Museum Management systems

Discussion forum

More languages (notably Portuguese, 日本語, and partials Finnish / Nederlands /  中文 / Polish)

 



buzzwords

Python/Javascript

Test-driven development

IIIF

SPARQL endpoint

SKOS API

Linked.art

Wikidata

                  and ...



IMAGES! 
Upload (drag-and-drop) and catalog your own images, share them.

Collections imported - to an Illustrated Iconclass

Choose and annotate any public IIIF resource



Can an 
Illustrated Iconclass 

play a role in the automation of 
image indexing?



What are the ambitions and 
goals of

automated image indexing?



Do we want algorithms to identify a sleeping lion 
as the emblem of a vigilant ruler?



and distinguish it 
from a lion that ...

• is a symbol of saint Mark
• is killed by Hercules
• is an attribute of saint 

Jerome
• attacks a monkey to 

symbolize a man curing 
himself of a fever

• guards and protects a 
building

• is killed by Samson
• represents Strength that 

bows for Justice
• denotes a "couragious 

man"
• is subjugated by the god 

of Love
• symbolizes Fortitude and 

Constancy
• is a loving and wise father
• is a sign of the Zodiac



Should algorithms identify a common meaning, 
e.g. "Slow Haste" (Festina lente) in a variety of forms?



What should a testset help us 
"teach" an algorithm?

- to identify form?
- to identify meaning?



http://labs.brill.com/ictestset

A dataset of 87,749 images 
with assigned Iconclass 
notations to be used in 
training.



random selection from an 
aggregated corpus of circa 
1 million images classified 
with Iconclass ...

stored in a single 
"metabotnik" bitmap ...

500 pixels to the longest 
side of each picture ...



But ... 

All notations are linked to 
complete images, not to 
the relevant coordinates in 
the bitmaps 

Where is the blindfold?



Jesus is mocked with eyes covered 



Can we automate indexing 
the "raised hand?"

Not very intelligent 
perhaps, but very useful...



Can/should we create a pattern library as a testset for AI and ML?


